[Antiphospholipid antibodies in children with migraine].
There are only a few investigations in the literature, that address the occurrence and the role of anticardiolipin antibodies (aCL) in children with migraine. The results of those studies are often contradictory. The aim of the study was to determine if the values of aCL in children with migraine differ from the control group. We tried to assess whether the type of migraine (with aura or without aura) had the influence on those values. Sixty patients (mean age: 10.9+/-3.3 years), including 30 children with migraine hospitalized from January 2000 to December 2003 in the Department of Developmental Neurology Medical University of Gdańsk and 30 healthy children, were studied. The values of aCL in class IgA, IgM and IgG were assessed by the immunoenzymatic method (ELISA test). The values aCL in IgA and IgG class were significantly different between the migraineurs and control group. The mean value of aCL in patients with migraine was 8.7+/-1.27 U/ml, while in the control group--3.81+/-1.74 U/ml. The positive values of aCL in class IgG were found in 11 (37%) children with migraine, and positive values of aCL in class IgM were noted in 6 (20%) cases in the same group. The type of migraine had no influence on the values of aCL. Children with migraine present with the higher values of aCL than the control group. The mean values of aCL were within the normal range, therefore their role in pathogenesis of migraine remains unclear. The further observation is needed to assess the reliable role of higher values of aCL in pathophysiology of vascular disorders.